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50th Anniversary Thank You Speech
John M. Iacono, 
Commander, American Legion Manhasset Post 304.
President Patricia O’Brien, Ladies and gentlemen, distinguished guests, members of the American Legion Auxiliary, and fellow comrades of Manhasset Post 304.
Today, as we gather to celebrate the monumental milestone of the Auxiliary’s 50th anniversary, I am both deeply honored and humbled to stand before you as Commander of American Legion Manhasset Post 304. Fifty years—five decades—of unwavering service, devotion, and community spirit deserve more than applause; they deserve our heartfelt gratitude and admiration.
Fifty years ago, a group of dedicated and compassionate individuals came together and formed the American Legion Auxiliary, Post 304. Their vision was clear: to extend a helping hand to veterans, to support military families, to Provide Programs to our youth, and to strengthen the bonds that hold our community together. That vision has become a living legacy, woven into the very fabric of Manhasset.

The Auxiliary’s journey has been one of selfless giving, advocacy, and commitment. Time and again, you have answered the call—whether it was to organize care packages for servicemembers deployed far from home, to make visits to veterans in the VA Hospital who are alone, to provide gifts to them in the form of gift cards at holiday time, to host remembrance ceremonies, or to provide scholarships to our youth, you have comforted families in times of loss, celebrated with us in moments of joy, and stood steadfast throughout the changing tides of history.
Your tireless fundraising efforts, patriotic events, and educational initiatives have touched countless lives. You have honored our veterans and preserved the stories of those who have served, ensuring that younger generations understand the price of freedom and the value of sacrifice. The Auxiliary’s dedication of service to God and Country, before self inspires all of us and has set a shining example for the entire community.
On this golden anniversary, we recall the faces and voices that have graced these halls over the past half-century. Some are with us today, while others live on in our memories—each one a vital thread in the tapestry of our shared history. Let us thank those who have gone before, whose kindness and courage continue to guide us.
To every member of the Auxiliary—past and present—you have our deepest respect. Your partnership with the American Legion, Manhasset Post 304 has strengthened our mission and uplifted our spirits. Your steadfast support has made our work possible, and your friendship has enriched our lives.
As we look ahead to the next fifty years, may we continue to work side by side, united by purpose and patriotism. Let us reaffirm our commitment to service, to honoring our veterans, to nurturing our community. With gratitude in my heart and confidence in our future, I thank you—for your time, your talent, and your love.
Happy 50th Anniversary, American Legion Auxiliary, Post 304.
May your legacy of service endure for generations to come.
Thank you.


